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GREYHOUND CHAMPION — “MIATA” 

Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [12.11 pm]: As a keen follower of our 
racing codes, my attention has been taken lately by the emergence of a brilliant local greyhound that looks to 
have the world at her feet. Her name is Miata and, just like her sports car namesake, she is a sleek racing 
machine. Many good judges say that after only five race starts she is already the fastest dog in the land. Although 
that may be a big statement, Miata has established a number of class records, including breaking the Cannington 
530-metre track record at her last three starts. 

Western Australia has produced some amazing greyhounds since the sport’s inception in December 1974, with 
the likes of brilliant stayer Afro Freeway and dual national sprint champion Sandi’s Me Mum at the top of this 
illustrious list. To this day, Sandi’s Me Mum is the only greyhound to have won the national sprint title on 
two occasions and she is Western Australia’s sole inductee into the Australian Greyhound Racing Hall of Fame. 

Miata, at just 22 months of age, has it all yet to do, but there is no argument about her potential to reach the 
heights of her famous predecessors. Although she has only a handful of starts, Miata’s winning margins are 
impressive and her times are far quicker than visiting Group 1 greyhounds that have come from interstate. Miata 
is trained by a very accomplished young man by the name of Paul Stuart, who last season was recognised as the 
greyhound industry’s young achiever of the year. Paul has been most cooperative in the positive promotion of 
his industry and has been very supportive of the charity initiatives that have accompanied Miata’s short career. 

Greyhounds WA has a reputation for its community spirit, which was recently evidenced by its $5 000 donation 
to the flood victims in Queensland and a further $5 000 to assist in the rebuilding of the Carnarvon race track. 
Greyhounds WA is also the home of Cannington Bingo, which has raised more than $1 million for Combined 
Charities WA since 2002. Greyhounds WA continues to be an enthusiastic supporter of charities, such as the 
Breast Cancer Foundation, Make-A-Wish, Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, Children’s Leukaemia and 
Cancer Research Foundation, Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and Rotary WA. The Centre for Cerebral 
Palsy remains a major beneficiary of the greyhound industry’s fundraising efforts with more than $175 000 
donated in the past 12 years. I am pleased to inform the house that Miata is set to continue that tradition with her 
achievements already providing $18 500 to assist persons with cerebral palsy. This follows Miata’s victory at 
Cannington on 11 August when she earned the centre a bonus $5 000 for winning her race and a further $5 000 
for breaking her own track record. Miata raced again one week later and Greyhounds WA, on behalf of 
greyhound participants, pledged a further $500 for each length of her winning margin. I am pleased to report that 
Miata won in record time again and her winning margin of 17 lengths means that the charity will receive a 
further $8 500.  Let us hope that Miata can maintain her fantastic results for local charities and for Western 
Australia. She races again at Cannington tonight! 

The SPEAKER: I do not know whether the Minister for Racing and Gaming can provide us with any odds that 
might assist us! 
 


